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* Includes all active and retired United Methodist bishops
* Provides oversight and vision for the whole church
* May call a special session of General Conference
Local Church
* Where laity hold membership
* Elects at least one member to annual conference

Annual Conference
* Sets ministry priorities and budget for its region
* Approves those to be ordained and supports local churches
* Where clergy hold membership
* Elects delegates to general conference and jurisdictional
* Votes on constitutional amendments

Jurisdictional Conference
* Elects and assigns bishops
* Determines boundaries of annual conferences and episcopal areas in its region
* supports regional ministries and institutions
* Elects members of general agencies

General Conference
* Only body that speaks as The United Methodist Church
* Has 600-1,000 members, equally divided among laity and clergy
* Meets every four years, or for special called sessions, and defines church membership
* Provides a fair process for judicial proceedings
* Decides church budgets and sets Connectional Giving priorities
Judicial Council
* Nine members elected by General Conference
* Determines the constitutionality of General Conference actions
* Reviews all bishop’s decisions of law
* Is the final court of appeal in the church’s judicial system
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